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Where to travel in
2024, without crowds

12 destinations across Raly, Japan, Mexico and mone to add to your travel wish list

By Anairea Sachs and Kaiale | Compion
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& meaide it throngh January, which means it's tfime to put
away resolations you won keep and nurtore Che habit that
willl stiek: more travel.

Health and wellness experts have determined that taking multiple
vacalions a vear is beneficial to your overall well-being. To actually
decompress, though. vouTl want to go somewhere with room to breathe,
Crowds have clogged up Paris, Rome and Tokyvo, especially in the high
S SIS,

To plan a i away (roam (e pack, we asked indastry experts fof Uwer
favarite under-the-radar destinations. We also considersd oar collective
travels, pulting a preminm on opporfunities 1o spol wildlife, sample
leszal coolking. relax by the water and commume with nature

Braceiano, laly

Ttaly remsaiss ome of ibe most desimble destinations for
Americans, meaning popular spots (Bome, the Amalf Coast, Lake
Coma) will stay croveded and expeashe, Enter Lake Bracciano, &
picharesque place that has fallen off Americans” radars sinee Tom
Cruise and Kabie Blolmes got married there in 3006, "Yioa bave
this really, really rich medisval and Renatsance Moy, bt
mobeady gees ibere,” sald Rome-based eookbook author and tour
guide Eatie Pagla. You can get to Bracciane easily from Rome in

about an hour and change.

Don't miss: Viterbo, anotber overlooked gem. is sbout 30 miles
marth of Bracciano — or take a direct trais from Rome ia two
Isconrs o less. <11 s just & vast, besatiful, haanted, maghcal,
medieval city.” Parls said.
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Fukui, Japan

I Ui poiicil e

ailii are any Adloatbon, toaries in Japan eoald
surpass pre-pandemic levels in 2024. To escape the urbas sprawl
and s oo of he mosl spiriiual pasts of the counizy, g 1o Polui
Mool Mano, pribdent and chilef micutive of the Tolkyo- baded
trarvel compasy Lexuriges, save the dby i o destination fos
LEmiphis, ondend (hot sprisg batha), am and food (specifically
Echis

Crivibers can gel b Fukul fnom Tokyo i sl thews beirs.

cral). With & nesw bullet train Ese st 1o opes in March

Dion't miss: Mano sends viston to Elheiii Temple. coe of the
miadl impartast iltes for Zes Boddbns. "I the temple whiene all
of the Zen monks go bo trwin b become higher monks,” she sabd
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Asheville, N.C.

Ashexille bas achieved the iricky balance of staying dows o sarth
witile caternmg o refined tastes. Pestaurants m the westerm North
Carolina city are regulars on the James Beard Awards cirouii. Twe
of its hreweries medaled in last vear's World Beer Cup.
Independent hotels in reparpased buldsgs, sk i Zelds
Deagest, the Radical asd the Flat [ron, are opening o a sheady
clip. Yot, whenever you wish to retam to Asheville's roots, take a
walk in the Bloe Ridge Mouniains

Don’t nulss: The msile-long Asberville Elack Cultural Heritage
Irail. which encompaisses thres neighborhoods introduces
wistiors to plllars of the comesunity, soch as Aldermas Newion
Shapard. s formerly encslnved mam wha in 1882 beoume the citv's

firss Black persom bewin an lecthom
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Dhitrmi, Albania

Choer the past few vears, Albanias has been quieihy; heating up as
Europe's next big beach spot, Clear wates, ragged coas and
afferrdable soonmmedatiaons all call st fo tourists. And unlike
soe of it Ballan seighbons, "it b8 unlouched.” said Ema. the
anommous Albazcan travel joumnalis whe runs the awand
winning magacine and |satagram sccount Empa's Light. Rent o car
and head to the Alhanian Riviera, where vou'll find a constellstion
of jmmall bowma with perfect beaches, juck s Dhirmd

Do malss: The capital city of Tirana is & must-visit worth st
leasd wo be three dony of your irip for its restaurants ased history,
Ema savs.
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Popayin. Colombia

This UNESCO City of Gastronommy is fall of restaursnts, cutdoor
markets and street vendone. Twoe points of pride i the traditional
culsine are empanadas stuffed with pipida — a pures of potatoes,
peanuts and sphoes — and desamargado valluno, & dessert made

from casded frail peel. The capital of the Cauca stale & alss

knéwn ad “La Chadad Blanea™ becauss of s boae-white bulldings

Don't miss: Daniel Buitréa Jarwmillo of Colombia Ecotrave]
recommends Mors Castills. s small cafe in the historic center, for~ *
elaswic smpanaditas amd champdis, a drisk mads of plasapple,

maite ased tart lulo Ensi,
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Orkney Islands, Seotland

The Ok Eslands are maore unishabited than cocupied, af least
b linasraisia, O Ui 0 Eiied GfY i o1 B cxbil of Soo |l
less tham two daren are develoged. Cray seals cutnumtber prople
by srvieral brandied, isd Dockd of pulliss, pulllesssls and dedivmed
prusing sheep dot the rechy coastlines. Papa Wik, one of the
amaller Drlesys, boasls some 50 afchasological sibed, and Nasth
Romaldaay lights wp st might ss g Dark Sk Liland

Dhon't misss The Heart of Meolithic gy, part of Scotland’s
INESCO Trail, i a collection of ascient st ot fncludes s
dossaiic st loment with sone furnishings and the Stones of

Stencess, a beage of uprigh! mosssents standing neardy 30 feel
iall
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Isla Holbox. Mexico

Holtax hisals whant ils 50 much of Mbexioo's resort heavy Yuostin
Peninsula. The 2t mile-long island nerth of Caacim does not hane
traffic_ becwmnse of & car bam, or highi rises, bscause of bailding
Beight pestrictionn. The mada form of transperiation & bile or gl
cart om dirt reads. To cross. froms the mainland, visitors must take
& 35 -misate ferry Troms Chaguils (or a private jet), Holbex, which.
means “Hlack Bax™ in the Mayaa laaguage, is past of the YVun

Ralam sidirve, One of It biggel relars Foili id e whhle shark

Dot miiss: Oin moanless sights, head o Punts Cecos Beach to
#wiss af paddie with biok wial plankbos ki ill Ehe
wialer liloe Brascrwcs of fairy lighas
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The Schist Villages. Portugal

Tucked inte moustainsides, through scenic vallevs and snaking
rivwrs, e Schist Villages (or Aldsiss da Xisio, = Porlugeess] s &
setwork of 37 quads lowni, The villages — which dale back 1o the
12k contury and are nased after the sione with which they were
Buily — are particulardy populas with ke, bilens asd nature
Bovera Yo Ul fnd sccommodations for a2l budgets, with sy
propertie, such as he Crias & Copg in Masiale, asd the
Cerdeira Home for Creativity, o eollection of nine restored Schist
Basitiid for eeat

Do’ mukaay Lisho . basasd joummalist snd food ressarcher 51z
Andrade savs Talassal b o highlizhi in ihe lush Lousdh mounisis
region. Try one of his favonte Portuguess dishes, chanfana, » goat
st traditionally cooked with red wine o b clay pot over an open
fire
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Tairawhiti Gisborne, New
Zealand

Destination; Gisborne, the largest town in the Xorth Island's
Taicwwhisi Glaborms region. s advertised as the fiest spot i the
worhd to greet the sunrise, Mo wonder s many surfers rise sarh 1o
cileh soine of M Bl wirvi 16 Ue counlsy, The Easl Coadl fiea b
sterped in Muasei culture, The Talcawhiti Museum bolds o vt
oallietion of [Sgenons am, Ecbaling stemswesl, eatikes anid
jpainlisd paseli. The 2.5-mile Tupapa Herilage Trad is paved with
history, lasdmarks and legends that Macri storytellers summon fo
Lite o the Tiipsipss Gpp.

Dran't mudsa: Start the day stop Maungs Hikerangi, the sscred
mezuntain of the XNgati Perou people where nine wood carvisgs of
Maui and his whanau (familv] bear witness 1o the rsing s

Wecsced asrvarmip of Bekoms e P Losrmely BLond o £ asoreed oceammer, Bungs s s s
lardmer Mew Cmadarsl

Fredericksburg, Tex.

Srviismmaiag bolid. Wide-open spacid. Funky lownd and Birpesalisag
wirstries. The Tiexns Hill Country sereams resd trip. Consider
Fradariclabarg lor 8 Gersan- Teas berfage (with bewr gardens
and Bavarian fare gabore], s Austin:based travel joamalis Prm
LeEane, The iown ks losown for lks peaches and fis Nafiosal
Museum of the Pacific War, plus a shew of mom-and-pop
lboubiques amd restaurants. The chic Aberi Bobel is opening this
pear, or vou can camp in Pedernales Falls State Park, where
LeBlanc koves taking m dip in the cypress: Bmed river.

Dron't muiss; Enchanted Rock State Natural Area is 17 miles north
of Fredericksburg, “whene you cam hike o the fop of a huge dome
of pink granite or go rock cimbing.” Lelilanc said in an email
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Toledo District, Belize

For a Caribbean escape far from crowds, bead 1o the
snithemenst district of Belire, “There b s kot 10 do.” Belizean
birding pesde Roni Martiges said, sch s exploring waterfalls,
caves and large rainforest peserves, and learning about the =i of
prople who bave made Toledo home, inchadiag Maya and East

Indias cor i

Dom 't miss; As mos! of Toledo has pociy shores, Slartiner
recommendi taking o boat tour b nearby Blands — such as the
Port Hondurss Marine Reserve — for “picture-pecfect”™ white-sand
bt b
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Sumba. Indonesia
Bali may be the mast well-known of Indoassia's thousamds of

Inlacncs, bet i1's ot 1k
und o population of wild horses Hat pallop scross golden beaches,

Sumba comes Bighly recommended by Catherine Heald, chisl

oo worth visiting, With new hotels

execubioe af the Asia-focused luxuny tour operator Bemote Lagnd
Ervond Sumba’s hub hillsides and surfable turqueise water, the

{alasd boasts beasstiful thatched - soof architecturs

Dion't miss: Consider o sbde quest b Eomods Matlonal Park,

scuba diving. Vou can y or sadl te the UNESOD Werld Heritage

# 5,700 of B8 ttuler dragons as well as werld-class
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