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Japan’'s Osaka weighs new tax on inbound visitors in bid
to make region ‘more attractive and comfortable’

- Osaka currently imposes an accommodation tax and plans to set up a panel to
consider the new levy, which could be introduced in 2025

* The extra funds could go towards creating new tourist information materials,
repairing roads and replacing old-fashioned facilities such as squat toilets
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Another popular tourist destination in Japan is planning to introduce a new levy on
foreign visitors, with the governor of Osaka prefecture vowing that the funds generated
from the tax will be reinvested into the region’s tourism infrastructure.

Industry insiders and analysts broadly agree that an additional small daily levy would
not place too much of a burden on travellers or put others off visiting Osaka — but they

emphasise that the prefecture must keep its promise to plough those funds back into the
tourism sector.
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Osaka Governor Hirofumi Yoshimura announced on Wednesday that he would set up a
panel to consider the new levy in April and to examine the effectiveness of an existing
accommodation tax.

Kyoto to ban visitors from geisha district area over ‘out-of-control’
incidents

7 Mar 2024

The prefecture currently imposes a levy of 100 yen (68 US cents) per person per at hotels
that charge between 7,000 yen and 15,000 yen per night. The levy rises to 200 yen for
hotels costing between 15,000 yen and 20,000 yen a night, and up to 300 yen per night
for more expensive rooms.
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