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THE LAST DAYS′

OF TSUKS」S

TimeisrunningOuttOSeethe

WOrid’sbiggestfishmarketinactionbefore

itrelocatesinOctober．

BY ROB GOSS

It’sjustafter5a．m．amkyo・sTsukmMarket．Outside，abrief

downpourcutsthroughthehumidityofearlysummer．Inside，

there’sanair－COnditionedchillintheauctionhallasanarmyof

WholesalersmovebetweentherowsoftunaliningtheHoor，trying

toevaluatetheday’scatch．Theydothiswithbarelyatouch：justa

hookthroughthegillstogentlyrollthecarcassinordertoshinea

lightintotheice－PaCkedslitinitsbelly；anaPPraisaloftheexposed

Heshwherethetailhasbeenremoved；andascanofthetagsthat

indicatethetuna’sweight，lotnumber，andwhereitwascaught．

AtS：30a・m・Sharp，handbellsstartringing，drawingthewhole－

Salersintoclustersaroundauctioneerswhorapoutabreathless

StringofcallsthateventoJapanesespeakersareincomprehensible．

Atewhandgesturesinreturnfromthehuddle，andatunaissold．

Occasionallyabowisexchanged．Oracasualnod．Thenontothe

PhotographsbyinNinWohg
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neXttunaandmorebellringing・ByS：35a・m．，aS

theauctionscontinue，WOrkersareplacingsold

tunaontowoodentrolleysandintopolystyrene

CrateSbeもremovlngthemoutofthecavernous

halLThenoiseandcommotionisalmostover－

Whelming・ByS：50，it，sallbutover．

Thesamescenehasplayedoutsixdaysa

WeekbrgenerationsatTsuk担Sinnermarket

（jonais坤0），butsoonitwillbenom。。e．After

yearsofdelays，thefacilitywillcloseforgoodat

theendoftradingonoctober6，itsbusinesses

relocatingtoanewvenueinTbyosu－tWOkilo－

meterSaWay－that，Ssettoopen丘vedayslater．

WalkingaroundTsu軸youcanseewhythe

movemakessense・Theinfrastructurehereis

Oldandcrumbling，andthecrampednatureof

theplacemakesforine縦iency

Evenso，October6willmarktheendofan

era；aSad血ewelltooneofTbkyo，smosticonic

locations・Tsukmbeganoperationsalongthe

SumidaRiverin1935，Whenitwassetupas

PartOfthegovernment・seffortstoconsolidate
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Above．ll．inahasbeen

auctionedatTsukIjisInCeItS

inception－n1955，andtodaY，

morenshpassesthrough

theriVerSidesitethanany

OtherrnarketintheWOrld．

thecity，smarketsaftermuchofTbkyowas

destroyedintheGreatKantoEarthquakeof

1923・Ithassincegrownintothecountry・slarg－

estwholesalemarket，COVering23hectaresin

Whicheachyearsome700，000metrictonsof

Seafood－aVeragingsalesofaboutus＄20mil－

lionaday－aretraded・Tbthatyoucanadda

robustbusiness（1，100tOnSdaily）infruitsand

Vegetables・Andscadsofrestaurants・Alltold，

SOme60，000peOPlemovethroughthemarket

eachday知work，fromwholesalersanddis－

tributorstopackersandknifesharpeners．

AmongthedealersatTsuk埴hismorn一

mg－andeverymorningthemarketisopen－

arerePreSentativesfromYamayuki，aSeCOnd一

generationtunawholesalerthatoperates25

0fthel，0000rSOboothsintheinnermarket．

Theseveralfreshblue血tunasthey・vebought

atauctionarecartedthroughthenarrowpas－

SageWayStOabutcheringstation，Whereittakes

threementogently距thelargestofthem－a

200－kilospecimenlandedinNagasaki－OntOa

WOrkbench・Themaninchargeatthispointof

theprocesslngChain，KanamaUdagawa，Picks

upalongknifeandbeginstocarveapartoneof

thesmaller五sh・Oppositehim，anOthermem－

beroftheYamayukiteamisusingabandsaw

tohalveadeep五ozentuna．

“Thisoneisworthabout7，000yenperkil0，，，

Udagawaexplainsashestopstochangeknives．
“Inwinter，thepricesaremuchhigher・Maybe

20，000tO30，000yen・Summertunahaslessfat

Onit，SOthetextureisdifierent，andyoutaste

moreofthesournessintheHesh－nOtinabad

Way・butyou，dbeabletotellthediHerenceif

yOuSamPledwinterandsummersidebyside．・，

ThisisthepartofTsukmtouristsrarelyget

tOeXPerience・Notnowadays・Withtouristsnow

notallowedtoaccesstheinnermarketuntilll

a・m・，Whenthereisverylittlelefttosee，and

Viewingspotsゐrthe五〇zentunaauctionlim－

itedto120daily・JOuneedcontactstogetmore

thananeetingglimpseofthemarketatwork．

AsUdagawacontinuestocarve，beadsof

SWeatgatheringonhisforehead，Ichattothe

twopeoplethatmadeitpossibleformetoget

behindthescenes‥NaomiManoofeventand

hospitalityHrmLuxurlque，Whichcanarrange

insidertoursofTSuk恥andKagehisaImada，

thethird一generationownerofsushirestaurant

grOuPKyubeyIfyouareasushifanatic将ubey

mightringabell：thebunder，Imada，sgrandh

therHis説wasthemanwhothoughtupgunk－

an－maki（“battleshiproll”），aStyleofsushiin

Whichdriedseaweedwrappedaroundaclump

Ofricek）rmSaCOntainerbrsofterandlooser

toppingssuchassalmonroeorseaurchin．

ImadaishappywiththetunaYamayukihas
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gothimtoday．‘Asarestaurateur，yOuhaveto

trustyourwholesaler．Thequalityoftunavar－

iesbyseason，andthewholesaler’sjobistoget

youthebesttheycanonanygivenday．Sum一

merisn’tthebestseasonk）rtuna，butthisone

looksexcellent．’’Headds，‘Achefmightjudge

thequalityofatunabythecoloroftheHesh，

thetexture，theseason，thetaste．What’samaz一

mgishowthewholesalershererecognlZea

goodtunawithouttastingoreventouchingit・’’

TheclosingofTsuk軍hasn，tbeenwith一

〇utCOntrOVerSy．TherelocationtoTbyosu－tO

acontaminatedsiteformerlyoccupiedbyagas

Plant－WaSOriginallyscheduledk）r2016・The

move，however，WaSPOStPOnedbyTbkyo’sgov－

ernorwhenitwasdiscoveredthattheground－

WaterattheTbyosusitestillcontainedhigh

levelsoftoxinsandthenewmarket’sbuildings

hadbeenbuiltuponhollowconcretechambers

insteadofathicklayerofcleansoilthatwas

meanttosoIvethecontaminationissue．That

thenlead to retro龍ting，argumentS，anger，

uncertainty，PayOutS，Surgingbudgets，andall

sortsofotherwoesthatwon’t紐ontothispage．

Thegoodnewsisthattheendis丘nallyin

Sight，andwenowknowwhatTbyosuMarket
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GettingThere

WhiieTsukiji’ssmaiier

f00d－andretaii－Centric

Outermarketw川continue

t00Peratebeyond

October6，thedaysof

Seeingthefamousfish

auctionsintheinner

marketarenumbered．

Ticketsfortheiatterare

restricted，SOyOu用want

toheadtCltukijibefore与

a．m tosignuPforoneof

the120aVaiiabIespots．

Betterst用gowithan

expertwhocanshed

Iightonthemarket’srich

historyandsecurevoua

Piaceattheauction The
WriterarrangedhisvISit

throughNaomiManO’S

Luxurique（IuxurIque．COm），

a‾k）kyo－basedbespoke

tra＞eiconsultancy

SPeCializInginbehind－

the－SCeneStOurSOf

Japan’smostcompeliing

cuituraidestinations．

Forthosewhomisstheir

ChancetoseeTtukiji

beforeitcloses，Luxurique

Wiiis00nbec00rd活ating

exc血sivevisitstothe

newToyosuMarket．
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Willbelike．Theshinynewねcility，Whichwill

havecostalmostS．5billionyen（US＄50million）

bythetimeyouaddupalltheconstruction，in－

frastructure，land，anddecontaminationcosts．

COmPrisesthreemainbuildings：tWOforsea－

foodandonebrfruitandvegetables．Theplus

fortravelersisthatallthreewillhaveelevated

viewlngPlatformstromwhereyoucanwatch

theactionfreeofchargeandwithoutgetting

intheway－nOmOredodgingthesmalltaare

CartSthatwhizaroundtheTsuk卸marketHoor．

braking for nobody．Hopefully，this sho山d

meananendtothefrequenttensionsbetween

marketworkers and tourists wanderinginto

restrictedzones．AtanasyetunspeciHeddate＿

TbyosuMarketwillalsohaveanadjacentねcH－

ityaimedattouriststhat’sslatedtoincludere三一

taurants，Shops，ahotel，andhot－SPringbaths．

Andwhatwillbecome ofTsuk蹄In血と

Shortterm，thelandwillberepurposedasabuE

transporthubforthe202001ympic＆ParalTm－

PicGames．Inthelongterm，nOredevelopment

Planshaveyetbeenannounced，butbearing止

mindthisisaswathofprimeTbkyorealestat三

it’sunlikelytositidleもrlong．Thelegacy，Or：

theotherhand，Willlastforyears．

雄It，s abittersweet moment．It’llbe a chaニー

lengetogetusedtoworkinginanewmar aニ

butthat’ssomethingwewillovercome，’’Imad三

SayS．“Onahumanlevel，though，I’llbesadtニ

SaygOOdbyetoTsuk直I’vebeencomingher三

brourrestaurantssinceIwasateenager．Som三

Oftheshopsthathavebeenhereforgenerニー

tionswillbeclosingratherthanmaking血三

movetothenewmarket．I’llmisstheplace，bu：

I’llespeciallymissthosepeople．’’◎


